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Definition – What is homework? 
 
At St Alphege CE Infant School we believe homework is any activity children are asked to do outside school 
with the help of parents or carers.   
 
Context  
 
This homework policy is to be seen as part of the Home-School agreement, signed by all parents when their 
child starts school. 
 
Rationale  
 
We believe that children learn best if there is a strong partnership between home and school.  We 
understand that each child is an individual, making progress at his/her own pace and that homework should be 
a positive experience. 
We recognise that all children need leisure time and so our policy reflects a balance so children can extend 
and consolidate their learning with parental support whilst still enjoying ‘free time’. 
 
Purposes – Why do we do homework? 
 
We believe that homework enables children to make progress by:- 
• actively involving their parents, or other carers, in their learning; 
• consolidating and reinforcing knowledge, skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy; 
• extending school learning; 
• applying skills learned in school to real life experiences; 
• taking advantage of learning resources which may be available at home; 
• developing confidence and self-discipline in preparation for Junior School. 
 
Aims 
 
Through this policy we aim to: 
• ensure a consistent approach throughout the school; 
• ensure the needs of each individual pupil, including those with special educational needs and disabilities, 

are taken into account; 
• extend and support each child’s learning experience; 
• provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership; 
• provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences (e.g. IMPaCT 

– Involving More Parents and Children Together). 
 
Important Features 
 

• help and support from parents and carers is needed;  
• children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as they do not take 

over too much; 
• as the children get older they should become increasingly independent in their learning;  
• parents should provide a suitable place for the activity and ensure that the children know that they 

value homework; 
• encouragement and praise should be offered as appropriate; 
• a regular ‘homework pattern’ should be established; 
• reading should be a daily activity for all children and should include reading to the child; 
• homework should reinforce and consolidate school work; 
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• communication between home and school is crucial, particularly if homework appears to be a 
problem.  Class teachers are always happy to discuss such issues. 

• teaching staff are flexible with regard the return of any homework insomuch as it does not need to be 
returned Monday morning. 

 
The main focus of home learning should be the development of reading skills.  
This is because we recognise the fact that good reading skills are essential in enabling learners to access the 
wider curriculum as they grow and develop. This is also reinforced by OfSTED, emphasising the importance of 
children’s reading skills. 
Analysis of our children’s reading skills has shown that whilst they generally develop good decoding skills 
(reading the words) they are less skilled at the higher order skills of understanding and interpreting texts and 
engaging with and responding to texts. 
It is, therefore, a priority for us to improve this and we consider that home learning can impact significantly on 
this if we have clear expectations throughout the school which are shared with parents. 
We want to emphasise the importance of children having the opportunity to talk about their reading and 
practise the higher order skills with an experienced reader at home at least weekly and preferably daily. 
Guidance is given to parents via the IMPaCT workshops (Spring term). 
 
In the Early Years, this will include the practising of letters and sounds and the spelling and reading of words 
containing the phonemes learned, as well as learning to recognise the tricky words. 
As children learn better by practising their skills little and often, most of the homework will be given to be 
practised for a few minutes each day. 
 
We do understand that there are times when it may be difficult for the children to undertake their homework 
tasks (family visits, special celebrations, tiredness, etc).  Teachers do understand that homework may have to 
be deferred. 
 
NURSERY • Information Packs 

Parents are invited to a Stay and Play session during the term prior to their child starting nursery.  
Information packs are provided giving information about the Nursery.  
A parent workshop is held in September focusing on the value of learning through play, both at 
home and school.  A weekly newsletter guides parents through their children’s learning. 
• Weekly book sharing 
After Christmas a Parental Guidance Booklet is provided, in which children are encouraged to 
take a book home from Nursery to share with their parent/carer. 
• Initiative Displays 
Home/school links are forged when children are requested to find and loan artefacts for 
interactive displays or to share in their family group. e.g. items related to the theme or topic e.g. 
photographs, items found in the natural world, books etc. 
• Day-to-day Information 
This is posted on the Nursery Board so that all parents and carers are updated. 
Every parent will receive a booklet called ‘10 Things you can do to help your Child Learn – A 
Guide for Parents and Carers’.  This spells out what can be done at home to support the learning 
of children 
 

RECEPTION • Early Years Evening 
Guidance is given to parents regarding the 7 curriculum areas:  personal, social and emotional 
development, communication and language, literacy, mathematics, understanding of the world, 
physical development and expressive arts and design 
• Reading Scheme Vocabulary 
Books are sent home weekly – initially at the end of each week and then once during the week; 
Flash cards and games are used at home for word recognition exercises; 
Additional work may be set in individual cases. 
• Letter Sounds 
Letter Sound Sheets are sent home as phonemes taught with the Jolly Phonics action. 
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• Library Books 
Books are changed weekly and shared with parents.  Parents are encouraged to discuss the story 
and illustrations with their child. 
• Interactive Displays 
Children are encouraged to find and borrow artefacts for a variety of classroom displays. 
• Parent Phonic Reading Workshop 
At the beginning of the Spring term guidance is given to parents to support children developing 
and applying phonic skills to writing 
• Homework Flower 
Homework activities will be set to cover a broad range of curriculum areas.  Maths, English and 
Topical activities will be given at least once each half term to practise key skills. 
 

 
YEAR 1 
 

• Key Stage 1 Evening 
Guidance is given to parents regarding numeracy, phonics and literacy, the skills taught and how 
the curriculum is delivered. 
• Reading Books 
Books are sent home up to three times weekly. 
• Library Books 
Library books are changed weekly, providing the previous book has been returned. 
• Maths Homework 
Maths homework is sent home weekly.  This could be a worksheet or oral work – for example, 
counting in 2’s.  (Occasionally literacy, history or science work, to link with topic work, is sent out 
instead.) 

- Following the IMPaCT workshop in the autumn term there are 4 weeks of follow-up 
homework. 

• Extension Activities/Research Opportunities 
Extension activities will be provided with regard to specific topics. 
• Booster Slips 
These are sent home to support the learning of a ‘tricky’ concept. 
• Literacy 
Following the IMPaCT workshop in the spring term there are 4 weeks of follow-up homework.   

YEAR 2 
 

• Key Stage 1 Evening 
Guidance is given to parents regarding numeracy, phonics and literacy, the skills taught 
and how the curriculum is delivered. 
• Reading 
Children are encouraged to read daily in order to reinforce and extend decoding skills using 
phonics, clues within the text and illustrations.  Opportunities for discussion with regard to 
characters and plot are invaluable.  Children should be discouraged from racing through the 
reading scheme, rather they should read in an environment conducive to reading and ‘quality’ time 
should be spent on the process.  
• Comprehension 
Cards, comprising fiction and non-fiction, are changed weekly.  The children are encouraged to 
read the card and answer questions either in sentence form or as a multiple-choice response.  
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Comprehension commences once a teacher judges that a child has reached the level necessary to 
undertake such an activity. 
• Library Books 
Books are changed every week, providing the previous book has been returned, and shared with 
parents.  Children are encouraged to read a variety of texts, e.g. fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
• Mathematics 
Work undertaken during the week is reinforced through homework (unless a Topic task is set 
instead).  This could include topic related activities e.g. shape, time, measurement or number 
consolidation work.  
As knowledge of the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables is now statutory by the end of Year 2, we 
encourage weekly support at home. Emphasis in the classroom is placed on application to real life 
scenarios rather than learning by rote so this is also suggested as well as rehearsing by rote. 
Following the IMPaCT workshop in the autumn term there are 4 weeks of follow-up homework. 
• Literacy  
Following the IMPaCT workshop in the spring term there are 4 weeks of follow-up homework.   
• Booster Slips 
These are sent home to support the learning of a ‘tricky’ concept. 
• Music 
Daily practice is advisable for children learning to play a recorder. 
• Enrichment 
Homework may be sent to support the targets set for children with Individual Educational 
Programmes in literacy and numeracy.   
Other literacy material may be sent home in order to consolidate work started in class. 
• Other Subjects 
Science, History and Geography modules are, where possible, linked to the outside world.  
Homework that can be shared at home serves to enhance the child’s knowledge and 
understanding of concepts and reinforces connections to the ‘big picture’ of the wider world. 
On occasion, cross-curricular work, e.g. research, may be set. This work will replace the maths 
work so that the quantity of homework is not too much.  

Further 
opportunities 
for Parental 
Guidance 
provided by 
the School 

• ‘Information for Parents’ Booklet 
• New Parents’ Meetings 
• Early Years Meeting 
• Parental Target Setting and Consultation Evenings, including hand-outs appropriate to 

year group 
• Curriculum Evenings e.g. Maths, SATs 
• Open Mornings 
• Parents’ Council Meetings 
• Individual Interviews with members of Staff 
• Class Teacher Guidance Sheets 
• Review meetings and Parental Guidance from Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 

(SENCo) 
• Guidance from LA Specialist Inclusion and Support Service 
• Guidance from Educational Psychologist  
• IMPaCT Workshops 
• Guide to times tables 
• Phonic workshops 
• ‘Open Door’ policy 

 
This policy was developed by the school staff, following consultation with the members of the Parents’ 
Council. 
 
J M Slough, February 2017 


