
Intent 
At St. Alphege Federation of Schools we believe that art is a vital part of children’s education that will 
develop their critical abilities, as well as an understanding of their own and others’ cultural heritages 
through the study of a diverse range of artists.  The intent for art at St Alphege Schools is to deliver the 
national curriculum in an engaging, exciting way.  
 
We understand that the purpose of Art and Design Technology education is to give pupils the skills, 
concepts and knowledge necessary for them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a 
visual or tactile form.  We believe strongly that an engaging and ambitious art curriculum can help to 
raise cultural capital and help children to develop an appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts that 
will enriches their lives.  
 
Implementation 
The art and design curriculum is taught through key concepts from Year One to Year 6. Each topic 
includes a clear art focus, this means that the learning of art is contextualised and linked clearly to 
other areas of the curriculum. Our concept-led, knowledge-based curriculum helps to focus learning 
and ensure a knowledge rich education, it ensures that we avoid teaching a broad overview with 
shallow engagement in knowledge and understanding. By learning specific things, children encounter a 
broad range of knowledge whilst amassing a specific body of knowledge. This is taught to be 
remembered, stored in long-term memory and built on. 
 
Art is an essential part of learning in the Foundation Stage as it is incorporated in everyday learning, 
e.g. Fine Motor skills. The artistic aspects of the children’s work relate to the objectives set out in the 
early learning goals (ELGs).  We ensure that that the key foundational knowledge required for our KS1 
art curriculum is fed into our Early Years environment and learning activities. 
 
In KS1, the children will begin by mastering the use of essential art equipment, materials and 
techniques.  In Y1 they will focus on the concepts of colour, line and shape before moving on to pattern 
and texture in Y2.  They will be start to learn about the work of a range of significant artists and be able 
to share their opinions about different pieces of artwork.  
  
In KS2, children will create their own sketchbooks and use them to record their developing grasp of 
more complex artistic concepts such as texture, form and space. Throughout KS2 children will master 
using a growing range of art materials and equipment as well as learning about an increasing number 
of great artists from around the world, past and present.   
  
Impact 
As children progress through St Alphege Federation of Schools they will know more and remember 
more about art, they will also be more confident when expressing themselves in visual form.   They will 
understand artistic concepts and have an understanding of the benefit and influence that art can have 
over the environment and people around the world.  Children will have developed skills such as 
decision making, inventiveness, creativity and attention to detail as well as developing a sense of 
intrigue, skills that can be used across the curriculum.  
 
 


