
YEAR FOUR  
ENGLISH 

How do we teach English in school? 

How can parents and families 

support their children at home with 

the English curriculum? 

Miss Pinfold 



FIVE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF 

READING 

1.Phonemic awareness (the ability to hear 

and reproduce sounds in words) 

2.Phonics (combining sounds with written 

symbols) 

3.Fluency (how quickly and accurately 

someone can read) 

4.Vocabulary (understanding of the 

individual words that have been read) 

5.Comprehension (understanding of a whole 

text) 





READING KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS AND OTHER 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 A Applies knowledge of all root words, prefixes and suffixes (as 
listed in English Appendix 1) to reading independently  

 B Reads all exception words in Appendix 1  

 C Reads aloud texts written at an age-appropriate interest level 
with accuracy, fluency and expression  

 D Demonstrates strategies when selecting books for themselves, 
including trying new authors 

 E Uses first 3 letters to check the meaning of words in a 
dictionary  

 F Uses the grammar terms when discussing reading (determiner, 
pronoun, possessive pronoun and adverbial) 

 G Recognises the typical conventions of different types of writing 
such as the greeting in letters, a diary written in the first 
person or devices such as numbering and headings in non-fiction 
Prepares poems and play scripts for performance  

 H Listens to and discusses a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and reference books 

 I Reads silently and then discusses what they have read 

 



READING KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS AND OTHER 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 J Asks questions to improve understanding of reading and to 

clarify meaning 

 K Discusses language use, including new vocabulary, to support the 

understanding of meaning and comprehension  

 L Draws inferences such as inferring characters' motives from 

their actions and justifies with evidence from the text 

 M Predicts with some accuracy what might happen from details 

stated and implied during reading  

 N Identifies main ideas drawn from across the text and summarises 

these succinctly   

 O Identifies themes in a wide range of books, fiction and non-

fiction  

 P In non-fiction knows what information to look for before 

beginning to read 

 Q Retrieves and records information from non-fiction, making 

relevant notes  

 



VIPERS AND LENSES 

The three layers of the Reading 

Rainbow, from top to bottom, cover: 

 

1. The ideas of reading: FANTASTICs 

2. The understanding of reading: 

STYLISTICs 

3. The competencies of reading: 

ANALYTICs 

 







ZONE OF RELEVANCE 



TEXT DETECTIVES 

Consider this collection of words and phrases: 

 

 

 

 

 

What does each word mean? 

Might it depend on something? If so, what? 

What might the title of this text be? 

What might you want to find out from this text? 

enzymes 
villi 

stretch

es 
acids 

squirms lining 
9 

metres 





PICTURE BOOKS 

What came before this 

picture? 

What came after this 

picture? 





HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH READING 

AT HOME 

We encourage children to 

read everyday.  They need 

only record the date, book 

and page number on most 

occasions.   

A minimum of three times a 

week, we kindly ask that 

family members read with 

their children and record 

in their reading records a 

brief comment or 

reflection.  



WRITING KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS AND OTHER 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Grammar 

Punctuatio

n  

Whole text  

Other  



WRITING KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS AND OTHER 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Grammar Punctuation 

More varied tenses 

used eg perfect form. 

Use of punctuation for 

direct speech mostly 

correctly. 

Extend sentences using 

a range of 

conjunctions 

appropriate to the 

genre. 

Use of comma to mark 

clauses sometimes. 

Some use of fronted 

adverbials to add 

interest, followed by 

a comma. 

Use of punctuation for 

direct speech is 

accurate, including 

commas. 



WRITING KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS AND OTHER 

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Whole Text Other 

Write narratives with detail 

provided for setting and 

character, including some use 

of figurative language. 

Spell most words from the 

Years 3/4 list correctly. 

Signpost the reader through 

non-fiction by using a 

variety of organisational 

devices for clarity. 

Writing is joined and 

legible. 

Use of paragraphs is 

consistent across the range. 

Edit work on the run and make 

additions, corrections to 

their own writing. 



PERFECT VERB FORM 

The 'perfect' tenses (present perfect, past 

perfect and future perfect) are usually used 

to talk about actions that are completed by 

the present or a particular point in the past 

or future.  They have the auxiliary verb 

‘have, has, had, will have’. 
PRESENT PERFECT 

 

I have walked 

you have walked 

He/she/it has 

walked 

we have walked 

you have walked 

they have 

walked. 

PAST PERFECT 

 

I had walked 

you had walked 

He/she/it had 

walked 

we had walked 

you had walked 

they had 

walked 

FUTURE PERFECT 

 

I will have walked 

you will have 

walked 

He/she/it will 

have walked 

we will have 

walked 

you will have 

walked 

they will have 

walked 



SLOW WRITING 

The focus is on quality, not 

quantity of your sentences. 

Leave a line between each line 

so that you can edit and 

improve.  





FANTASTICS FOR WRITING 



FANTASTICS IN WRITING 

As Nick ran down into the city, the sharp smell of the fire 

made breathing hard, and he was soon gasping for what little 

goodness he could take from the air. The heat and his running 

made sweat trickle down his back with a feeling like ants 

crawling. And all the time it got hotter. There were people 

running, screaming and stumbling away from the fire, carrying 

whatever possessions they could save. Nick saw some with 

scarlet burns on hands and faces, saw an old woman collapsed 

and carried by two others, saw a small child standing alone, 

big-eyed and wailing for his mother who wasn’t there. Nick 

passed them all by because his mind was on Mercy, small frail 

Mercy who might by lying poisoned by smoke and maybe not even 

yet woken to this terrible morning. Then, round a corner, Nick 

came to the flames. He put his hands to shield his face from 

the furnace heat, and his head throbbed with the weird wild 

roaring sound of the flames as the wind pushed them up and into 

and over the buildings. 



FANTASTICS IN WRITING 

As Nick ran down into the city, the sharp smell of the fire 

made breathing hard, and he was soon gasping for what little 

goodness he could take from the air. The heat and his running 

made sweat trickle down his back with a feeling like ants 

crawling. And all the time it got hotter. There were people 

running, screaming and stumbling away from the fire, carrying 

whatever possessions they could save. Nick saw some with 

scarlet burns on hands and faces, saw an old woman collapsed 

and carried by two others, saw a small child standing alone, 

big-eyed and wailing for his mother who wasn’t there. Nick 

passed them all by because his mind was on Mercy, small frail 

Mercy who might by lying poisoned by smoke and maybe not even 

yet woken to this terrible morning. Then, round a corner, Nick 

came to the flames. He put his hands to shield his face from 

the furnace heat, and his head throbbed with the weird wild 

roaring sound of the flames as the wind pushed them up and into 

and over the buildings. 





THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON – AT 

STANDARD 

As Nick heard the commotion getting louder and louder, he scurried towards the 
Binder house. He could hear his heart pounding, it was as loud as an elephant’s feet. 
Nick heard the backwards bells, he wished they weren’t backwards. Nick panicked that 
he wasn’t going to make it in time. Faster, faster, he thought.  
 
Nick tried not to look back at the man ill on a bed and the little child wailing for it’s 
Mum who didn’t appear. The boy only had one person on his mind. As the worried, poor 
boy arrived on the corner of Shoe Lane, the butterflies grew in his stomach. Was Mercy 
going to be there? 
 
Eventually he reached the Binder’s house. He got blinded by the smoke so he only just 
managed to see the door open. It was as if the door was reaching for air even though 
the fire had taken it all. Nick was worried. Sadness turned to anger and then into rage.  



THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON – 

GREATER DEPTH 

Nick ran in agony away from the White Tower into the immense and crowded town of 
London. Taking steps closer to the city, he began to be pushed away by the smell of 
poisoned smoke. Nick could gradually make out the sounds of people screaming and 
shouting, but the child tugged himself forward in his search for his beloved sister Mercy.  
 
All of a sudden, a cloud of deadly, pewter smoke appeared in Nick’s startled face. He 
quickly covered his nose and mouth with his neatly knitted woollen jumper and slowly 
staggered onwards.  
 
He came to a stop to see before him an immense, scorching mass of flames that smut-
blinded Nick. But he wouldn’t stay still, his mind was on Mercy being stranded all alone in a 
blazing hot fire. Pushing through the crowds, Nick could make out a familiar figure in the 
ebony blackness. Surely his mind was playing tricks on him? 



SPELLINGS 



TEACHING SPELLINGS 

Now that we are familiar with the suffix ‘-tion’ and ‘-

sion’, we are going to look at words than end with the 

suffix ‘-cian’. Spellings ending in ‘-cian’ are often 

linked to professions or careers.  

 

• musician 

• electrician 

• magician 

• politician 

• mathematician 

• physician  

• optician  

• beautician  

• technician  

• dietician  

 



TEACHING SPELLINGS 




