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• READING: Share assessment objectives 
(KPIs) 

• Share expectations 
• Look through examples of activities  

 
 
• WRITING: Share assessment objectives 

(KPIs) 
• Break down the main aspects of writing 

(GAPS, content / style, vocabulary)  
• Share expectations 
• Look at examples of activities 

 
 

Aims of the evening: 





How often 
are the 
children 
actually 
reading?  

They should record 3 

of their own reads 

minimum as well 

being heard read 

twice a week. This 

should be recorded in 

their reading diaries. 

 



Comprehension 

 Children are expected to 

show their understanding 

of texts read or seen.  

 Children not working at 

standard often can’t do so 

because they are still 

decoding words. 

 Children who are working 

at greater depth often 

over-do it and miss the 

point. 



Three national weaknesses 
1) Structuring ideas 

Being able to talk about and write what they 
comprehend, using appropriate language.  

 

2) Analysis 

Being able to find evidence to back up points 
(particularly from a range of points in a text) 

 

3) Cohesion  

Being able to show they’re ‘going deeper’.  



What are we looking for? 

We assess the children using the Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) through 

hearing them read, through 

comprehension lessons, through 

assessments and through discussions. 

 

Let’s look at the KPIs. 









How can I help at home? 

• Continue to listen to them read aloud 
• Coach them with vocabulary – check their 

understanding 
• ‘Dig deeper’ in the texts 
• Encourage them to read a range of text 

types, including non-fiction texts. 
• Read to them and consider perhaps using 

Dialabedtimestory: 
https://bedtime.fm/storytime    
 
 

https://bedtime.fm/storytime
https://bedtime.fm/storytime




All children in year 5 should 
be using a pen to write with. 

How is writing assessed? 



Main aspects of Writing • We teach the children GAPS (Grammar, 

Punctuation and Spelling) in stand-alone 

lessons, although these are usually linked 

in someway to our topic or texts we are 

studying. Writing is often cross-curricular. 

• Spellings are taught and tested each 

week. 

• We explore half-termly themes and base 

our writing and reading on these themes. 

For example, ‘Tomb Raiders’ is an Ancient 

Egyptian unit of work in Autumn 1.  



GAPS 



Spellings 



Fantastics & Boomtastics 

 

 
 

 

   

   



A road to 
where? 
 
What colours 
do you see? 
 
What would 
you smell? 
Hear? Taste? 
Feel? 











What can we do at home to 
help? 

• Ensure that the children practise their 

spellings – not just cover, write, check. 

Perhaps check the patterns with them, pick 

out other words that match the patterns.  

This should be done with them – do they 

understand the word? 

• Model grammar when speaking to the 

children. 

• A rich reading diet feeds a child’s writing 
– encourage them to read a wide range of 

books where punctuation and vocabulary is 

modelled for them.  



Even relaxed reading improves your writing skills 
I love reading good stories and thrillers. It’s my chance to escape, to 

unhook myself from bad news, to take a break. 

But eve"n when I read to relax, I still improve my writing skills. 

Especially as a non-native speaker, reading helps me learn new words. 

Or words that I vaguely know become more prominent in my memory, 

more ready to use in my writing. Reading also helps improve the 

rhythm of my writing. 

Even when I don’t pay attention, writing techniques occasionally jump 

out at me and enrich my writing: 

 

• When reading The Old Man and the Sea, I came to 

love Hemingway’s simple writing style 

• When reading the Jack Reacher series by Lee Child, I came to 

appreciate how to pace a good story 

• When reading the thriller “The Quality of Silence,” I felt inspired by 

the descriptions of the coldness 

“It’s through reading 
that we find our 
writing voice.” 

https://www.enchantingmarketing.com/write-like-hemingway/
https://www.enchantingmarketing.com/story-pacing/
https://www.enchantingmarketing.com/descriptive-writing/


Please return all resources to the 
tables – everything will be made 

available online for you to access.  


