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Subject Concept lens’ Explanation 

GEOGRAPHY 

Place 

Place as a concept develops understanding of the physical and human 
characteristics of places. Understanding a place relates to the opinion 
and meaning that people attach to a location. We may distinguish the 
importance of the place as a home, but the sense of place is much 
greater for those living there because of their attachment and 
experience of that place. As a concept it examines the uniqueness of 
a space and questions what is specific about this area. Place 
scrutinises the diversity, sustainability and intangibles of an area 
although these are often personal and subjective. 

Space 

The concept of space in geographical terms refers to the landscape 
and is a concept key concept that is interdependent on many other 
concepts. Space addresses the features and values we associate with 
a location. It will investigation into the patterns, distribution, trends, 
interconnections, density, proximity and the relative aspects of a 
particular area. 

Environment 

The concept of environment ponders about the natural world and 
how people effect the world and have the ability to change it. The 
environment maintains and enhances life. The concept will develop an 
understanding of the natural world in relation to change, systems, 
biodiversity, living and non-living elements, interconnections, 
sustainability and various processes. 

Communities and 
Settlements 

Previously we have developed an understanding of the concepts, 
space, location and human and physical processes. We now start to 
look at how the dimensions of the environment are related. The 
concept also requires us to explore human geography, including: 
settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources. It will also examine how people 
settle and move into and from areas for various reasons. Together 
these factors can have a significant impact in how land is changes 
over time and influence environmental change. 

Physical and 
human processes 

The geographical concept of physical and human processes looks at 
natural and man-made. A physical process could be defined as an 
incident or series of incidents that happen naturally due to the effects 
and importance of a specific force of nature. Human processes could 
therefore be defined in terms of how human involvement has 
affected the world. The concept will develop an understanding of 
how these events and activities can lead to changes within the places, 
landscapes and societies of the world. 

Cultural 
understanding and 
diversity 

Cultural understanding and diversity as a concept shows appreciation 
and awareness of similarities and differences between environments, 
places, people and cultures to help develop our understanding of 
different societies and economies. By developing an understanding of 
these similarities and differences we can build an appreciation of 
people’s beliefs and attitudes and the influence that they may have 
on social, environmental, economic and political issues. It also gives a 
platform for the children to develop justification for their own values 
and attitudes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


