
Intent 
At St Alphege Federation of Schools, we aim to provide a high quality geography curriculum to inspire, 
challenge and engage children to understand more about the world around them. We believe strongly 
that an engaging and ambitious geography curriculum can help to raise cultural capital and develop 
connections through people and events in different places and cultures.   
 
Teaching key concepts such as place, space, scale, environment, interconnections and physical and 
human processes will help to provide children with opportunities for field world and developing key 
geographical skills which will inspire a love of learning. The intent for geography at St Alphege Schools 
is to deliver the national curriculum in an engaging, exciting way.  
 
Implementation 
The geography curriculum is taught through key concepts from Year One to Year 6. Each topic includes 
a clear geography focus, this means that the learning of geography is contextualised and linked clearly 
to other areas of the curriculum. Our concept-led, knowledge-based curriculum helps to focus learning 
and ensure a knowledge rich education, it ensures that we avoid teaching a broad overview with 
shallow engagement in knowledge and understanding. By learning specific things, children encounter a 
broad range of knowledge whilst amassing a specific body of knowledge. This is taught to be 
remembered, stored in long-term memory and built on. The children are given the opportunity to 
develop a depth of learning which will allow them to manipulate and transfer knowledge. 
 
Geography is an essential part of learning in the Foundation Stage as it is incorporated in everyday 
learning. The geographical aspects of the children’s work relate to the objectives set out in the early 
learning goals (ELGs).  We ensure that that the key foundational knowledge required for our KS1 
geography curriculum is fed into our Early Years environment and learning activities. 
 
In KS1, the children will begin by learning about their local environment and how place and space is 
used. They will be able to identify the countries that make up the United Kingdom and their capital 
cities, as well as name and locate continents and oceans of the world. Children in Key Stage One will 
also begin to consider what life is like in other parts of the globe and the impact that humans can have 
on the natural world, this knowledge will support their understanding of themes covered in Key Stage 
Two.   
 
In KS2, children will develop locational and place knowledge by using increasingly complex maps, as 
well as atlases and digital media to name and locate counties, countries and cities around the world. 
They will use fieldwork and skills to collect and analyse data, complete detailed studies on contrasting 
locations, as well as looking closely at physical and human processes such as trade routes, volcanoes, 
earthquakes and global warming.  
 
Impact 
As children progress through St Alphege Federation of Schools they will know more and remember 
more about history.  They will understand geographical concepts and have an understanding of the 
environment that shapes the world that we live in today. They will have developed skills such as 
problem solving, asking and answering questions, collecting data, testing and evaluating hypotheses as 
well as developing a sense of intrigue, skills that can be used across the curriculum as they move onto 
the next stage in their learning.  
 
 
 


