
Progression in HISTORY knowledge, concepts & skills 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Communicating 
historically  
 
Concepts:  
(Historical 
Interpretation) 

Know words 
and phrases 
like: old, new 
and a long 
time ago 
 
Know how to 
answer simple 
questions 
about the past 
using source 
materials such 
as artefacts. 
(primary 
sources) 

Know words 
and phrases 
like: old, new, 
before, after, 
past, present, 
then, now and 
a long time 
ago. 
  
Know how to 
use books and 
the internet to 
find out more 
information. 
 
I know how to 
use pictures, 
eye-witness 
accounts or 
objects to ask 
questions and 
find 
information 
about the 
past. (primary 
sources) 
 

Place events 
on a timeline 
in 
chronological 
order. 
 
I know how to 
use a range of 
source 
material to 
collate 
information 
about the 
past. (primary 
and 
secondary) 

Research to 
find answers 
to specific 
historical 
questions 
based on 
locality 
 
I know the 
difference 
between 
primary and 
secondary 
sources and 
suggest 
sources of 
evidence to 
help answer 
questions. 
(primary and 
secondary) 

Draw a 
timeline with 
different 
historical 
periods 
showing key 
historical 
events or lives 
of significant 
people. 
 
I know how to 
question 
reliability of 
primary and 
secondary 
source 
materials and 
comment on 
their 
reliability. 
(primary and 
secondary) 

Know how to 
place features 
of historical 
events and 
people from 
the past 
societies and 
periods in a 
chronological 
framework. 
  
Research to 
find similarities 
and 
differences 
between 2 or 
more periods 
of history. 
 
I know how to 
evaluate the 
usefulness and 
accuracy of 
different 
sources and 
form my own 
opinion about 
a historical 
event from a 
range of 
sources. 
(primary and 
secondary) 

 
Within living 

memory 
  

  

Know that the 
toys their 
grandparents 
played with 
were different 
to their own 
 
Organise a 
number of 
artefacts by 
age 
  
Know what a 
number of 
older objects 
were used for 
  
Know the 
main 
differences 
between their 
school days 
and that of 
their 
grandparents 
 

Understand 
the impact of 
fossil fuels on 
society today  
  
 



 
Beyond living 
memory 
 

 
Know about 
an event or 
events that 
happened 
long ago, even 
before their 
grandparents 
were born 
 
 
 
 

  
Consider how 
life today has 
been impacted 
by an event(s) 
that happened 
a long time 
ago 

Lives of 
Significant 

People 

  

 

Name a 
significant 
person from 
the past and 
explain the 
impact they 
had on today.  

Evaluate 
different 
significant 
people from 
the past and 
consider who 
had the 
greatest 
impact on 
society.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


