
Intent: 

Our curriculum design in Religious Education reflects our commitment to learning through faith.  

Using the Understanding Christianity scheme allows us to revisit concepts and themes in a 

cyclical pattern, enabling pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding in Religious 

Education.  An integral part of our learning is drawn from learning about world faiths.  

Opportunities to learn about a range of world faiths are presented from Foundation Stage all the 

way through to the end of Key Stage Two to ensure all pupils develop their knowledge and 

appreciation of world faiths that they may encounter in their lives.  All teaching units are 

conceptual in their base, engaging children by working to answer an overarching conceptual 

question through their learning.  Through Religious Education, our pupils are helped to 

understand the meaning of personal faith and the ways in which this is reflected in the lives of 

believers.  We believe that we enable pupils to understand the way in which religious faith shapes 

the lives of believers and their approach to personal morality and social responsibility (with links 

to our school values).  We recognise that everyone’s personal experiences are valuable and aim 

to take pupils from their individual starting points.   

 

Implementation: 

Religious Education is a statutory subject of the curriculum for all pupils in each year group and 

‘should be provided for all registered pupils except those withdrawn at the request of their 

parents.’ (s 71 SSFA 1998).  Parents have the right to request that their son or daughter be 

excused from all or part of the Religious Education provided at school.  

Religious Education is timetabled each week, in addition to Collective Acts of Worship.  Learning 

activities are designed to engage learners and to include opportunities such as: drama, role play, 

practical activities, art, written and discussion-based activities.  Our curriculum is written to 

reflect the diverse needs of pupils and teaching staff tailor sequences of lessons, taking account 

of starting points, outcomes from previous learning, the individual needs of learners, the current 

climate and points of interest in the world.  In addition, opportunities are created in other 

subjects to develop a spiritual dimension, and a sense of awe and wonder.  Where possible, 

opportunities for pupils to develop independent learning skills are encouraged, particularly 

through research and enquiry.  Understanding Christianity units take pupils on a journey from 

making sense of the text, understanding the impact and making connections.  Pupils are also 

encouraged to share their experiences with their peers, helping them to learn from each other.  

Links between the parish and school are enhanced through our curriculum provision for Religious 

Education as the clergy team frequently team teach to support the delivery of the curriculum 

content.  Pupils have the opportunity to experience places of worship through educational 

experiences within a range of world faith contexts.   We aim to foster positive attitudes, showing 

respect and understanding for the cultural traditions and beliefs of all children, handling artefacts 

from different faiths and traditions with care and respect.   

 

Impact: 

Throughout their experience at St Alphege Schools, pupils will have learnt the fundamental 

beliefs and values within a range of world faiths which will enable them to appreciate and respect 

the beliefs held by others in the world around them.  They will feel empowered to make informed 

choices about their own beliefs or their own paths in their journeys of faith.  Their moral and 

personal values will continue to develop, forming part of their character and influencing how 

they treat themselves and others around them.   



 


