
 

Year 6 SATS Information 

Evening 

Spring 2020 



Aims 

• To share information about the upcoming SATS tests 

• To identify how you can help your children at home 
 



SATS dates 

40 mins 





The reading test will contain three texts and an answer 

booklet. The children will have a total of one hour to 

read the texts and complete the questions.  The 

questions are worth a total of 50 marks.  

 

Types of questions include: 

 shorter answer (such as multiple choice and 

matching questions) 

 shorter answer (such as ‘find and copy’ or writing a 

sentence) 

 long answer that require children to explain and 

comment on the texts in order to demonstrate a full 

understanding. These questions are often worth 3 

marks.  



Short answer – multiple choice, ordering 



Short answer – ‘find & copy’ or short response 



Long answer – making more than one point & 
drawing upon evidence from the text 



What are we children tested on? 

 Retrieval - lifting information from and across the texts. 

 Inference - inferring and deducing from what they have read 

(reading between the lines). 

 Summarising - main ideas from more than one paragraph 

 Predicting – suggesting what might happen from details stated 

and implied 

 Explaining – commenting on how information / narrative 

content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole. 

 Vocabulary - giving / explaining the meaning of words in 

context and explaining how meaning is enhanced through choice 

of words and phrases. 

 Comparing - making comparisons within the text. 



How can you help your child? 

Listen to your child read and question them on their 
understanding of the text.  

Reading speed – 120 words per minute (minimal errors) 



How can you help your child? 

When listening to your child read, talk about vocabulary. 
Look up the meaning of unknown words. Use a thesaurus 

to find synonyms for words they come across.  



Writing 

  

 



Writing is assessed by teachers in school. However, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling are also tested externally. 

The GAPS test has two components, worth a total of 70 marks: 

 Paper 1 – 45 minute grammar and punctuation test 

 Paper 2 – 15 minute spelling task 
  



Paper 1 consists of between 40 and 50 questions assessing 

grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Each question is 

worth one or two marks with a total for the paper of 50 

marks.  

 

The questions types include: 

 multiple choice responses, including matching questions 

 short written answers in which children may have to 

write/select a word, a few words or write a sentence. 

 adding punctuation to sentences 



Multiple choice 



Short written responses 



Adding punctuation to sentences 



What are we children tested on? 

 Punctuation – capital letters, full stops, commas (for lists and 

clauses), apostrophes (for possession and contraction), 

question marks, exclamation marks, hyphens, colons, 

semicolons, parenthesis (commas, brackets and dashes), 

inverted commas (speech marks) 

 Word classes – nouns (concrete, common, abstract, 

collective, proper), verbs (including modal and auxiliary), 

adjectives, adverbs (of degree, of frequency, of time, of place), 

pronouns (including possessive), determiners, conjunctions 

(coordinating and subordinating), prepositions 



 Sentence types – statement, command, question, 

exclamation 

 Clauses – main clause/subordinate clause, relative clauses 

 Phrases – noun phrases, expanded noun phrases, 

prepositional phrases, adverbial phrases 

 Standard English – correct use of verbs in sentences 

 Verb tenses – simple present/past, present/past 

progressive, present/past perfect, subjunctive form 

 Prefixes & suffixes – knowing the meanings of these 

What are the children tested on? 



Spelling 

Paper 2, the spelling task, consists of 20 sentences, which are read 

aloud by the test administrator. Each sentence has a word missing 

which the child must complete.  

 

The test is worth a total of 20 marks.  This tests the children’s 

application of spelling rules taught across Key Stage 2, including 

the common exception words.  



 Homophones – e.g. witch/which   

 Plurals – (e.g. hats, witches, babies) 

 Adding –ing/-ed suffixes – e.g. knowing when to double 

a consonant before adding a suffix – hopping, referred  

 Common prefixes – mis- dis- un-  inter- re-  de- auto- 

etc 

 Common suffixes– -ment –graph –ful –ness  -ly etc 

 Common exception words – words with no set 

pattern 

What are the children tested on? 



How can you help your child? 

Revision guides and Spelling 
Shed. 

Children should already be 
accessing Spelling Shed each 

week to practise spellings. 
 

Continue to learn and 
reinforce spelling patterns 

taught. 



MATHS 



The Maths tests consist of three papers.   

Paper 1 is the arithmetic paper.   

Papers 2 and 3 are the reasoning papers.   
Paper 1:   

• The pupils have 30 minutes to complete the test.   

• There are around 36 questions and the test is worth 40 

marks.   

• Most questions are worth 1 mark and a few are worth 

2 marks.  

Paper 2 & 3:  

 The pupils have 40 minutes to complete each test.   

 These papers are both worth 35 marks.   

 Some questions are worth one mark and other 

questions are multi-step problems and are worth 2 

marks.   



Types of maths questions 
Paper 1: Arithmetic 



Types of maths questions 
Paper 2:  Reasoning 



Types of maths 
 questions 

Paper 2:  Reasoning 



Types of maths questions 
Paper 2:  Reasoning 



Types of maths questions 
Paper 3: Reasoning 



Types of maths 
questions 

Paper 3: Reasoning 



Number – place value/calculations (four 
operations)/fractions, decimals and percentages 
Measure – calculate and convert between units of measure 
for weight, length, time, capacity and mass 
Geometry – position and direction/properties of shape 
Statistics – graphs/pie charts/interpretation of the mean 
Algebra –  formulae in mathematics and science, arithmetical 
rules (e.g. a + b = b + a), generalisations of number patterns, 
number puzzles 
Ratio and proportion – scale/comparing ratio of 
shape/number 

What are the children tested on? 



How can you help your child? 

• Use MyMaths website (Booster packs etc) 
• Use of the Times Tables Rock Stars website.  

(Multiplication facts up to 12 X 12) Children should be 
practising tables regularly so that they can recall them at 
speed. 

• Division facts up to 12 x 12 
• Know how to multiply and divide any number 
      by 10, 100 and 1000 
• Practise number bonds.  EG. 690 + 310 = 1000 
• Practise time.  E.G. past/to.  Early/late.  Timetables.   



How can you help your child? 

Revision guides and 
dedicated websites such as 

BBC Bitesize KS2 are great for 
practising maths skills. 



Point to mention 

Throughout the year, we use past SATS papers not only 
to assess children but to use as a teaching aid. Therefore, 
it is imperative that tutors and parents are not using past 

SATS papers.  



Your children have been well prepared in school. However, the following are 
some simple and effective tips to support your child in the run up to SATs and 
during SATs week itself: 
  
• Ensure they are in school. 
• Practise times tables regularly.  
• Continue to hear your child read and questioning them on their 

understanding of texts read. 
• Support your child with their weekly homework and spellings. 
• Help your child to put the assessment week into perspective. Whilst we all 

want them to do well, we don’t want them to feel anxious. 



• On the morning of the tests, they should be eating breakfast and they 
should also be bringing a snack into school to eat at break times. 

• Help your child to get sufficient rest. Make the hour before bedtime as 
relaxing as possible – no revision or electronic devices.  

• On the day of an assessment give your child plenty of reassurance. Remind 
them how well they are doing, how proud you are and how you will be 
happy to know they have done their best.  

• Ensure that your child is prepared (i.e. with the correct equipment) and on 
time for school on the days of the test. 



Remember – The tests are just a snapshot of your child’s 
attainment in English and Maths. These tests do not identify those 

children who are great artists, scientists, sportspeople or 
musicians. Your children have a range of talents and we are 

immensely proud of them.  




