
English* at St Alphege Federation of Schools 

*Also see ‘READING’ & ‘PHONICS’ at St Alphege Federation of Schools 

 

 
Intent 
At St Alphege Federation of Schools, it is our intent to inspire all children to write by delivering an 
engaging and exciting curriculum. Additionally, we aim to help all children develop into articulate and 
imaginative communicators, who are well-equipped with the skills they need to become life-long 
learners. We believe that English is an essential part of the curriculum; a subject that not only stands 
alone, but one that should be an integral part of all learning.  

 
Our English curriculum has been developed to recognise the importance of English in every aspect of 
daily life and to develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to deliver daily 
English lessons that inspire children and recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where 
children love to read, take pride in their writing and can clearly and accurately adapt their language and 
style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and 
listening and to be able to use discussion to communicate and further their learning. 
 
By the end of Year Six we intend our children to have developed a love of writing and to be able to 
express their thoughts and ideas clearly and creatively through the written word. We also intend to 
develop writers who can re-read, edit and improve their own writing, and enable children to be able to 
confidently use the essential skills of grammar, punctuation and spelling. 
 
 
Implementation 
In KS1, The English curriculum is largely taught through ‘The Write Stuff’ approach by Jane Considine. 
We have also adapted Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for Writing’ framework to suit our children, and will continue 
to review and make changes as required to maximise learning opportunities.  These methods allow 

pupils to improve their oracy and widen their vocabulary in every lesson, whilst deepening their 
understanding of writerly choices.  
 

Children have access to high quality texts which inspire writing and provide a balance between 
teaching the features of specific genres and covering the technical aspects of writing.  Lessons are 
structured to allow our children to develop the essential knowledge and skills to craft a piece of 
writing over time, helping them to build their writing stamina and providing sufficient time to create a 
quality piece of work. Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas 
and then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, 
purpose and context and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary, spelling and grammar.  
 
In KS1, the use of ‘The Write Stuff’ and ‘Talk for Writing’ strategies ensures a consistent and systematic 
approach to teaching the skills of writing across all cohorts. This also means that children know what 
to expect when they change classes.  

 
In order for our pupils to become fluent, creative writers, children are encouraged to express their 
ideas through speaking and listening opportunities including partner talk, roleplay and hot-seating. 
High quality teacher modelling is a crucial component for embedding writing structures and these lively 
interactive learning exchanges provide all children with the tools and knowledge necessary to become 
successful writers across a range of genres and non-fiction text types.  
 



The children’s enjoyment of writing will shine in their bold vocabulary choices, careful presentation and 
clear understanding of what they are writing about. Additionally, they will use precise grammatical 
terminology to discuss and learn from the works of notable authors and to explain their own writing 
choices. Their resulting skills, knowledge and passion for writing will lead to success in further 
education and beyond.     
 
A rigorous and consistent spelling approach is used through the ‘Little Wandle’ phonics scheme. The 
‘No Nonsense Spelling’ programme is implemented in Year 2 once the ‘Little Wandle’ systematic 
synthetic phonics programme is completed.  

 
Correct letter formation is taught from the Foundation Stage and practised each day. Once the children 

are confident with printing letters, children in Year 1 are introduced to cursive handwriting which we 

continue to embed in Year 2.  

 
In KS2, children continue to develop their understanding of a writer’s craft, and they begin to see 
themselves as authors as they write for a range of purposes and audiences. Writing purposes are 
repeated across the key stage to solidify understanding of text types and to enhance skills in grammar, 
sentence construction and punctuation. The Ks2 writing purposes are as follows: 

• Write to entertain – stories 

• Write to describe – character & setting descriptions 

• Write to perform – playscripts 

• Write to instruct – instructions 

• Write to inform – non-chronological reports 

• Write to recount – newspaper reports, diaries, informal letters, biographies 

• Write to discuss – balanced arguments 

• Write to persuade – persuasive adverts/letters/leaflets/brochures and unbalanced arguments 

• Write to explain – explanation texts (often linked to Science or Geography) 
 
Children also have the opportunity to explore a range of poetry types throughout the key stage, and 
most types are repeated in lower KS2 and upper KS2 so children can solidify their understanding of 
poetry techniques and enhance their skills at crafting effective poems. The poetry types studied in KS2 
are as follows: 

• Haiku – Y4 & Y6 

• Cinquain – Y4 

• Kenning – Y3 & Y5 

• Free verse - Y4 & Y6 

• Nonsense – Y5 

• Acrostic – Y3 & Y6 

• Shape – Y3 & Y5 
 
Our KS2 curriculum is centred around quality texts or visual stimuli. Teachers guide children through a 
clear writing process in English lessons, and children have the opportunity to generate ideas, plan, 
draft, edit and publish their writing.  ‘The Write Stuff’ is used more heavily in Years 3 & 4, with sentence 
stacking (scaffolded writing) forming part of lessons prior to independent writing. In Years 5 & 6, 
teachers continue to use FANTASTICS (senses) & BOOMTASTICS (figurative language) when modelling 
writing and children use the symbols to support them in  planning and generating ideas for writing. 
Teachers in  KS2 also make use of ‘Slow Writing’ (scaffolded writing) when appropriate to demonstrate 
how to use different grammar techniques in writing.  
 



Grammar is taught in context in KS2, with ‘The Write Stuff’ GRAMMARISTICS used to demonstrate 
different grammar techniques. Stand-alone grammar lessons are taught if required, but particularly in  
Summer term in Y6 in preparation for SATS.  
 
Children are encouraged to draw upon what they have read when writing, and to ‘magpie’ vocabulary 
from shared texts. All classes have word walls to use for collecting and exploring vocabulary, and 
children make use of these in English lessons. Children also independently access dictionaries, 
thesauruses and word mats to support them when writing.   
 
Post-writing, children are encouraged to proof-read and edit their work using editing stations 
(Punctuation Point, Spelling Square, Grammar Grove & Add More Avenue). Edits are shown in books 
using green pens to clearly show the editing process. Teachers make it clear to children that writing has 
an audience and that the publishing of writing is an important aspect of the writing process. Therefore 
the publishing of writing in KS2 is creative, including the use of Art and double page spreads to appeal 
to the reader and suit the range of writing purposes.  
 
Throughout KS2 a range of drama techniques are explored and repeated to enhance children’s spoken 
language, presentation skills and to use as stimuli pre or post-writing. The 6 drama techniques taught 
and practised are as follows: 

• Hot-seating 

• Freeze Frame 

• Role Play 

• Puppet Theatre 

• Conscience Alley 

• Roll on the Wall  
 
In addition, there are opportunities across the curriculum for children to enhance their spoken 
language, through exploring tier 2 vocabulary in Book Talk sessions (see Reading Intent, 
Implementation & Impact); carrying out formal presentations; taking part in class performances; and 
engaging in debates.   
  
Impact 
As children progress through St Alphege Federation of Schools they will know more and remember 
more about the appropriate age-related knowledge linked to the English curriculum and the skills 
which equip them to progress from their individual starting points.  
 
The children are engaged and thoughtful in lessons, producing high-quality writing which incorporates 
ambitious vocabulary and literary devices. Through their time at our school, their communication skills 
are strengthened and children make good progress. A high percentage of pupils successfully achieve 
age-related expectations in each year group. Most importantly, through establishing strong writing 
skills, children are more equipped to access the entire curriculum and transition to secondary school 
with confidence in their own ability.  
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